school systems contlnue to .
rank at the bottom. Are we,
great for $11 an hour jobs?

You bet. But any industry -

- requiring a lot of educat-

ed workers and comprising
employees who want their
children to get a good edu-
cation is going to have to be

. able to either attract them

from elsewhere or bring
them with them.

Private, corporate
responsibility B

SAWB: It seefn_s like our so- *

ciety is shifting from one
that places a premium on
the rights and responsibili-

-ties of the individual to one

that is more focused on the
rights and responsibilities

- of society. ThlS manifests

itself in many ways, such»

as the educational system
that seeks to graduate large
numbers of uneducated stu-
dents because we hate to .

- hold any individual back.

We see it in the criminal jus-
tice system where we look
for every conceivable rea-
son to let criminals out of
jail instead of punishing in-
dividuals for their actions.

In business we see it where -

large numbers of individu-
als are now receiving tax-
payer-funded bailouts even
though they bought homes:
they could not pay for. We

see politicians calling for fe-.
strictions on firearms while -

refusing to punish those
who commit crimes with
the same firearms. Yes, lack

of personal responsibility

is the basis for many of the-

~ problems in our society.

carlosgvv: Corporate re-

. sponsibility? Guess we’ll =
‘start ff this Friday with

some Feally dark humor.
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GUEST COLUI\/IN

By James E. “Jet”Toney

Well-prepared lobbyists are
functional and necessary con-
tributors to public policy dis-
cussions at all levels of govern-
ment. {

_Our history is replete with
examples of one person advo-
cating for the well-being of a .
larger group of people or busi-
nessés significantly impacted
by laws and regulation.

Lobbying was conducted on
behalf of our state before its
birth. '

In 1732, King George Il suc-
cumbed to the persistent lob-

- bying of social reformer James

Edward Oglethorpe and au-
thorized the establishment of
the colony of Georgia.

Through Oglethorpe s ad-
vocacy, prison ills in Britain
were corrected and oppor- -
tunities were 6pened in the
namesake colony.

Like Oglethorpe, some lob
byists represent charitable or-
ganizations, Others represent
business and industry.

‘Georgia state lawmakers de-
pend on a limited number of -
research staff and committee
aides. Professional lobbyists .

. educate officials and staff with

information, expertise and -

-perspective that is not always

readily available.

Lobbyists also serve as fil-
ters of new ideas, pointing to-
flaws anl umntended conse-
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Jet Toney, a 37-year veteran

" of legislative affairs, serves as

chairman of the Georgia Profes-
sional Lobbyists-Association.

quences ,

The presence of professmn-
al advocates on several sides
of each issue assures a thor-
ough and healthy debate.

So-called entertainment of
elected officials is among the
most controversial elements
of lobbying. -

The purchase of meals or
travel expenses by lobbyists
for legislators creates-oppor-
tunities for necessary discus-
sion. ‘

In Georgia, all of these ex-
penses must be reported to
the Government Transpar-
encyand Campaign Finance
Commission. This “ethics
commission” posts all report-

‘ed expenses on a state website

where the public can examine
the information. ‘
The benefit of social inter-

" action among “Pusinesses and

Professional lobbyists are
essentlal for sound pohcy

,customers is the same as the
benefit to lobbyists and gov-
ernment officials — increased
understanding and apprecia-
tion for the perspectlve of the
other party.

' Some organizations have
called for caps or a ban on lob-
byist expenditures.

Before this is seriously con-
sidered, one should look to
states where legislators are
prohibited from receiving any
gift or entertainment, evena
cup of coffee.

. Are the laws passed in those
states more effective than in
Georgia? Do thelegislators
there make beftter decisions
because they’ve interacted
less socially with professional
policy advocates? .

The Founding Fathers made
quite clear in the U.S. Consti-
tution that freedom of speech
and the right to seek redress
from the government are pro-
tected.

All citizens should embrace
these rights to advocate for

" his/her beliefs and values. If
they do, thé role and impact of

professional lobbyists will di-
mlmsh

* Until then, lobbyists will
continue to serve as primary
participants in public policy
discussions, whether it is over
a plate of barbecue in the leg-
islator’s hometown or in the .

starkly clinical setting of a gov- -

ernment bulldlng
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AFGHANISTAN TRIP

Grandstand is exactly
‘what Obama craved

The AJC inadvertently con-

firmed what we all know: that -

President Barack Obama’s lat-

est junket to Afghanistan was

yet another campaign trip

costing the taxpayers tens of

thousands (“Obama sees an

end to combat,” News, May 2).
The AJC story stated:

. “He ended his lightning vis-
it with the speech delivered
straight to the television cam-
era — and the voters he was .
trying to reach back home.”

The supposed purpose of
the trip (to sign an agreement
with Afghan’s President Ha-
mid Karzai) could have been
accomplished via diplomat-

ic pouch - but that would not .

have given Obama the grand-
stand he craved.
WALTER H. INGE, ATLANTA

1 Letterstothe editor should be

no longer than 150 words and.
mustinclude a daytime phone .
number for verification. They may
be edited for length and clarity,
and may be published in print or
other formats. Email submlssmns

-are preferred.

Email: letters@ajc.com.

How to submit an Opinion
column: Submissions should
be 600 words or less. Email
columnsto Opinion Editor Tom
Sabulis at tsabulis@ajc.com.

. Columns submitted tothe AJC

may be published, republished

_andmade availablein the AJC or

otherdatabases and efectronic
formats ' - 4
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